





UC Animal Behaviorist Ed Price, UC Davis,
displays a lamb-kid pair being raised in isola-
tion from other sheep and goats. As adults,
they will be studied to determine how much
each takes on the characteristics of the other.

Animal behaviorist Ed Price has
paired sheep with goats and is raising
each pair in isolation to determine the
effects this will have on their behavior
as adults. The objective: determine the
relative influences of heredity and learn-
ing in the developmental process.

He also is looking for character-
istics in bull calves that correlate with
sexual motivation as adults. This would
allow culling poor prospects without in-
vesting time and expense involved in
raising them to maturity.

Another study is under way to de-
termine the mothering ability of cows
with twins compared with those having
single calves.

Deer-sheep combination
improves range use

There is little significant competi-
tion between deer and sheep for most
kinds of range forage, a summary of 19
vears of research, primarily at the Hop-
land Field Station, shows.

W. M. Longhurst and other wild-
life and range scientists conclude that
dual stocking of a range with deer and
sheep makes more efficient use of all
classes of forage than with either species
alone.

The diet of deer consisted of ap-
proximately 60 percent browse, 20 per-
cent forbs, and 20 percent grass. Sheep
consumed 6 percent browse, 9 percent
forbs, and 85 percent grass.

Deer and sheep overlap most in
their diets when both are eating grass
during the wet months of the year. There
is minimal competition for browse and
forbs, says Longhurst.
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