
Amnesic shellfish poisoning (ASP) 
is caused by domoic acid produced by 
certain species of diatoms. Although 
domoic acid has been detected in 
shellfish in California, no cases of ASP 
have been reported in the state. 

Other human illnesses caused by 
toxins in shellfish include diarrhetic 
shellfish poisoning (DSP), caused by 
okadaic acid and its derivatives pro- 
duced by algae in the genera 
Dinophysis and Prorocentrum, and neu- 
rotoxic shellfish poisoning (NSP), 
caused by brevetoxins produced by 
Gymnodinium breve. 

marine toxin activity in California, 
which can be accessed by telephone 
(510/540-2605 or 800/553-4133). 

Seafood safety compendium 

CDHS provides current updates on 

As part of our Seafood HACCP Al- 
liance activities, we have developed 
the Compendium of Fish and Fishery 
Product Processing Methods, Hazards and 
Controls. The Compendium includes 
sections on seafood processes and con- 
trols, as well as biological, chemical 
and physical hazards and controls. It 
provides the seafood industry with in- 
formation on documented seafood 
process parameters, federal guidelines 
and tolerances for seafood contami- 
nants, bacterial growth parameters 
and recommended hazard control op- 
tions. The Compendium will assist the 
seafood industry in developing effec- 
tive HACCP plans by providing scien- 
tific information on food-safety haz- 
ards and controls. It is available for 
viewing or downloading on the 
Internet (http://www-seafood. 
ucdavis.edu/haccp/compendium/ 
compend.htm). Research results on 
histamine prevention and control, as 
well as other hazards and controls, 
will be added as new information is 
published. 

partment of Agriculture, and in coop- 
eration with Sea Grant programs in 
North Carolina and Alaska, we have 
developed HACCP food safety guides 
for delicatessens and for the mussel- 
processing industry (Price et al. 1993; 
Price et al. 1995). A publication en- 
titled Ensuring Food Safety - The 
HACCP Way was cited by the 

In projects funded by the U.S. De- 
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