Letters

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The editorial staff of
California Agriculture
welcomes your letters,
comments and sugges-
tions. Please write to us
at calag@ucop.edu or
1111 Franklin St., 6th
fl., Oakland, CA 94607.
Include your full name
and address. Letters
may be edited for space
and clarity.

“Crabbing” about Cal Ag cover

The October-December 2004 issue of California Ag-
riculture is, as usual, very interesting and informa-
tive, particularly the Dungeness crab articles.

Your cover picture, however, does not depict
Dungeness crab fishing. More likely the photo is of a
snow crab boat — in Alaska or maybe even the Ber-
ing Sea! Nevertheless, it is a beautiful, dramatic pho-

to. Just looking at it gives me a bit of motion sickness.

The scene is familiar to me. I did my Ph.D. re-
search at the College of Fisheries and the Institute
for Food Science at the University of Washington in
Seattle. To carry out the study I spent many weeks
at sea going from Puget Sound as far as the Gulf of
Alaska. Most of my time was spent aboard a small
research vessel converted from a trawler. (I almost
had my legs cut off by a snapped winch cable that
whipped across the deck.)

I have enjoyed reading California Agricul-
ture over the years. The topics covered are broad
and the articles are consistently well written and
informative. Your publication is particularly impor-
tant to me since I have retired and have become a
fruit grower — still learning, growing great fruits,

trying to make a buck or two and having a lot of fun.

John G. Chan
Hilo, Hawaii

Editor’s response: Thank you for your interest in Cali-
fornia Agriculture — and for your correct observation
regarding the October-December 2004 cover.

We located this stock photo after searching for an il-
lustration depicting the dangerous conditions at sea
when the race for crab begins. However, the agency pro-
viding this photo had not documented the identity of the
crab. We established its identity as snow crab and imme-
diately corrected the omission on our Web site.

Donation to Amazon research institute

You will be pleased to learn that a shipment of 50
years of California Agriculture magazines (from 1954
to present) has been received by the Instituto Nacio-

Franklin Laemmlen, with his shipment of 5 decades of California Agriculture
magazines and other research materials; Rosalee Coelho Netto receiving the
shipment for the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas de Amazonia in Manaus, Brazil.
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nal de Pesquisas de Amazonia (INPA) in Manaus,
Brazil. Several years ago, I met Dr. Rosalee Coelho
Netto at a conference and decided to donate my
personal library of phytopathology resources to the
institute, which had very little reference literature in
its library. I arranged to ship the California Agricul-
ture magazines, as well as several decades of Plant
Disease, Phytopathology and a small library of agricul-
tural manuals. The crate arrived in good order at the
Manaus port in April, but was held up at the docks
by a worker strike until August. Finally, all matters
were worked out and the shipment is now in the
hands of the receiver library.

In a letter, Dr. Netto of INPA wrote: “The books
and journals will be a wonderful and important re-
source for INPA students and researchers.” The acting
director of INPA, Edinaldo Nelson dos Santos Silva,
added, “Your act enriched our library and will help to
enlarge the knowledge of our students, professors, re-

searchers and scholars of the Amazonia region.”
Franklin Laemmlen
County Director & Farm Advisor
Santa Barbara County

Editor’s response: We are gratified to learn of your do-
nation, and impressed that your perseverance paid off.
Because your collection ended in 2004, California Agri-
culture has provided a free subscription to the institute’s
library (international subscribers normally pay $24 an-
nually to defray postage and handling costs).

Editor's note

We gratefully acknowledge the efforts of those
who contributed to the publication of this special
issue on alternatives to organophosphate insec-
ticides: Robert A. Van Steenwyk, Cooperative
Extension Entomologist at UC Berkeley, and Frank
G. Zalom, Cooperative Extension Entomologist

at UC Davis, who served as co-chairs; California
Agriculture associate editor Timothy D. Paine,
Professor and Entomologist at UC Riverside, who
oversaw the peer review of manuscripts; and the
California Department of Food and Agriculture,
which partially funded this issue of the magazine.

New look for nameplate

With this issue, the California Agriculture name-
plate on the front cover takes on a new look.
While using the same typeface, we have slightly
enlarged the print and placed it on one line,
without italics. We believe this makes it visually
stronger and clearer, while increasing flexibility in
cover design.





