University plant introduction nursery, Davis.

Promising Range Forage and Wildland Cover Crops
from University Plant Introduction Nurseries

INCREASING INTEREST in wildlands and
the pressures exerted on existing range
indicate that greater utilization of these
areas is possible by introduction of better
and more highly productive plants. The
University’s agronomy department main-
tains nurseries for evaluating plant spe-
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cies for use on range and wildlands at the
Davis campus, Riverside campus, South
Coast Field Station, West Side Field Sta-
tion, and the Hopland Field Station. The
Davis nursery is the largest, and promis-
ing species are planted at the field sta-
tions to determine degrees of adaptation,

Big Sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) in the shrub nursery at Davis.

production, growth characteristics, and
disease resistance. A shrub nursery #
Davis also allows study of the behavio
and adaptability of woody range plant

Plant materials, largely seeds, ar
received through the United States De
partment of Agriculture, from botan:
cal gardens and research stations in th
United States, Europe, Asia, North Afric
and from local field collections. Sint
1959, 1,012 accessions have been trit!
out or are currently under observatiot
Some of the promising plants for use #
range or wildlands, emerging from th*
study include:

A. Grasses valuable as range forage o
erosion control

Schismus, Schismus arabicus: Low tufted 8
nual, 3 to 6 inches tall, blades slender mos'j
basal; panicle % to 1% inches long, der®
lemmas hairy, small, notched at apex. Natu®
ized in California and adapted to arid and s¢™
arid regions of southern California.

Davis Slender Wheatgrass, Agropyron tret
caulum var. majus: Tufted perennial, stem®”
to 36 inches high, blades flat, borne well alo’é
the stem; spikes 4 to 8 inches long, spikele®®!
to 7-flowered, good seed producer and volunt®
Native to California, recommended for seed
in annual type range.








