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In less than 5 years,
the transformation
of this field near
Merced into the new-
est UC campus will
be well under way.
Gov. Gray Davis has
created a “Red
Team” to expedite
the process in order
to begin educating
students at UC
Merced by 2004.

A survey of 121 grandparents at a statewide
conference in 1996 showed that 60% of the chil-

dren they were tending were under age 10, 15% of

the total were 2 years old or younger. The grand-
parents reported that more than half of the chil-
dren had physical and emotional problems.

“UC Cooperative Extension specialists and advi-
sors from eight counties are seeking funding to pro-
vide grandparents at risk and their grandchildren
with education and support services,” Blackburn
says. “Our goal is to reduce isolation and enhance
their nutrition, health and well-being.”

Family and consumer science advisors hope
to provide grandparents with guidance in
parenting, nutrition and family resource and
money management.

Blackburn has national and state-by-state
data, as well as California data, which have not
yet been published. She intends to work with
the Alameda County Planning Department
again to analyze the 2000 U.S. Census data and
compare them to the 1990 prevalence rates.

— Pam Kan-Rice

“Tidal Wave II”’ to hit higher education

UC will need to absorb 63,000 additional stu-
dents during the next decade, nearly 9% of the
projected 700,000 new students expected to en-
roll in California’s public institutions of higher
education.

Dubbed “Tidal Wave I1” by former UC presi-
dent Clark Kerr, a major increase in the college-
age population will swell UC’s enrollment 43%
between the 1998-99 and 2010-11 school years,
to 210,000 students.

This projected increase equals UC’s total en-
rollment growth over the last 30 years, and is
equivalent to the existing enrollments of UC Ber-
keley and UC Los Angeles combined.

“The University is committed to accommo-
dating the students who are headed our way,”
UC President Richard C. Atkinson said. “We ab-
solutely must keep our promise of access to
California’s students, and we will do so in ways
that maximize efficiency while preserving quality.

Under the Master Plan for Higher Education,
UC is obligated to enroll students from the top
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12.5% of California’s high-school graduating
classes each year (see p. 56).

During the 1960s, UC registration also grew
sharply as baby boomers enrolled during “Tidal
Wave 1.” But the growth now facing UC is ex-
pected to last for a longer period of time, and a
smaller proportion will be absorbed by the de-
velopment of new campuses. The University
plans to open one new campus, UC Merced,
by 2005 and enroll 5,000 students there by
2010.

Announced Jan. 10, the governor’s 2000-01
budget would provide UC with a 12.1%, $328
million increase in general funds, with substan-
tial new funding proposed for the professional
development of teachers, faculty and staff salary
increases, new investments in research, and
6,000 new students.

To meet enrollment demand, the University
is also pursuing a range of strategies such as:

m Increasing instructional activities during the
summer.

m Enrolling more students at off-campus loca-
tions; the governor’s proposed budget would
fund a new off-campus center in the Santa
Clara Valley.

m Expanding regular enrollments during the
fall, winter and spring quarters.

m Shortening students’ time to graduation,
which currently averages 13 quarters.

Campus growth, along with upgrades of exist-
ing facilities, will require $500 million per year in
capital funding, according to UC Office of the
President. The University will need to hire ap-
proximately 3,000 new faculty members and
expand student services such as housing and
advising. — UC Office of the President





