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various species-groups will have to be
investigated to test this hypothesis. On
the other hand, the meconia appear to
be very useful for the identification of
particular species (e.g., chilensis), and
even as a means to help separate certain
closely related species complexes of
Aphytis. Unlike larval characters,
which are at best rather impractical
(Eliraz and Rosen, 1978), meconial
characters may offer a valid diagnostic
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tool in Aphytis, especially if used in
combination with the pigmentation of
pupae (whenever present) or exuviae,
and with data on host specificity. Thus,
a combination of biosystematic eriteria
is available, of which the characteristies
of the meconia may constitute a signifi-
cant part, to complement the conven-
tional systematics of Aphytis, which
will continue to be based on the mor-
phology of adult specimens.
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